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God’s Design for Leadership  

 
• Many passages we could read (but don’t have time to)  
 a. Mark 10:35-45 – True leadership is servant-leadership 
 b. Ephesians 5:22-32 – Leadership in Marriage  
 c. Ephesians 6:1-4 – Leadership as Parents  
 d. Ephesians 6:5-10 – Leadership in the Workplace  
 
 
• Leadership in the Garden:  
 a. Genesis 2:15 a. Genesis 2:15 (ESV) - The LORD 
 God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 
 work it and keep it.  
 
 
The next three points are what we learn about leadership in 
Genesis 2:15…  
 
• God puts us in places for a purpose  
 a. God put Adam in the garden.  
 b. Where has God placed you? What responsibilities has 
 he put in front of you?  
 
 
• God calls us to “Work”  
 a. Work means to build, cultivate, nurture, produce. 
 (Offense)  
 b. What is God calling you to cultivate? Professionally,  
 relationally, spiritually?  
 
 
• God calls us to “Keep”  
 a. “Keep” means to guard or protect. (Defense)  
 b. What is God calling you to protect? In your family? At 
 your work? In the church?  
 
 
Conclusion: Biblical Leadership is Christlikeness  
 c. Jesus “Works” – John 4:34; John 17:4  
 d. Jesus “Kept” – John 17:12  
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Questions 

 
1. What Garden(s) has God put you in? In other words, what 

are the areas of influence or leadership that he’s given you?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What are some ways you should be “working” (i.e.  

cultivating and building) in those gardens right now?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What are some ways you should be “keeping” (i.e. guarding 

and protecting) in those gardens right now?  
 a. Hint, what are some of the threats to people or things 
 under your care?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How have you benefitted from another man’s heart-

cultivating ministry or friendship toward you? How have you 
experienced the lack of it? What are the relationships in 
which the Lord is challenging you to be more involved to 
nurture and cultivate growth?  
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